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UNIT HI STORY 
1 25TH Am:o.RED ENGD!EER BATTALI ON 

for 
Month of De cembe-r 

1944 

The ma j o'Yl porti on of the personnel in t he 1 25t h Armored Engi ­
neeT" Battal ion \'Je,...e bap tized in fire during t he month of Decembe-r, 
1944 . The mont h found t he battalion ope,..atin~ under six sepa,..,ate 
circumstances . Reserve s ta tus , vicinity of Ho chfel den ; V/issembourg 
ope ration; Re serv e , vicinity of Leiterswiller; Task Force Huddleston, 
Bi tche operation; CCA, XV Corps Reserve; Su pport, vi c inity of Boux­
willer . 

I 
On 1 December 1944 , Battalion Headqual:' te,.., s and Company 11A11 

arrived Ln Wilshausen and secured billets in t h e homes and barns of 
tovmspeopl e . Company "B" {under CCB control) was billeted i n Gottes ­
heim . The mud- c aked v ete:rans of Po,... tieux La Ve,...-riere a cted as if they 
had received a.c coirodations in t he Wal do,..,f- Astoy,ia . On 3 December 1944, 
Co'tJ'lpany 11cn ar,...ived in Bossendorf . They h ad just comuleted t he success­
ful 11Vosges 1."ountains " operation vli t h CCA. 

The first t en days i n Decembe,... vie...,e spent in pel'.'forming normal 
administrat i ve and su,pl y duties . 

One movi0 was shovm a t \'!il shausen . Hot chow was se,.,ved a t all 
meals . BSO a cquired a large s uppl y of shaped ch arges in the event 
we would be r equired to b .,.., eacl:1 t he S i egf,.,ied and Mapino t lines . A 
large number of men in t he b a tta lion wey,e afflicted V' i th Diarrhea 
during t hi s period. The batta lion was five men unde~ s t~engt h . 

Little engineein activity was car'l'.'ied on . Company "Arr pai nted 
unit signs , a cted as guards at an Enginee r depot in Pfaffenhoffen , ex­
pe .,..,imen t ed wi t h mesh wi,...e p ,...otective devi ce fo,... t anks (Anti- rocke t 
l auncher p.,..,o tcction), and mainta i ned roads . Company "B" officer 
re connoite,.,ed routes l eading to t he vicinity of Hagenau . The div i~ion 
Engineer Se ction and S- 2 section made oveY>lays of Ma~ i not defenses . 

II 

On 1 3 De cembcy, 1944, t he division ,iurr.ped off on itP mission to 
capture Wisrembou,...g , h owever, on 12 De c 44 , the 1 s t p l a toon of Company 
"A 11, w:i. th a troop of -qcn , pr ep a'T'ed the way for t h i.s advance by cleai->ing 
a r out e through the Hagenau Forest . By nightfall , on the 1 2th, the 
1st p l atoon had cle a red a road block, pushed aside a strip of abatis , 
and bridged a 35 foot s trea.m with treadway . During the nig;ht , the 
2nd and 3rd p l atoon of Co "A 11 , cleared nine miles of -road t h,..,oup.;h the 
forest be t ween Ha.genau and E:urbour~ . 

Bn lfq, Hq Co, and Co "A" moved in to Har enau on the 1 3th and v,e ,...e 
billeted in homes at t he north edge of to~n . 

Coml') any 11 C II rrioved 1:;i th CCA t owa-r>d Wis se"Tlbourg . They stayed at 
EurbOU1"~ on the 1 3 th, foul tz on the 14th, Riedsel tz on the ·15th and 
'fi_i:,sembourg on the 16-ti;h. Dur>in rr this -; el"iod, the ?nd r latoon orie.,,.,ated 
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vri th t he 25th Tan1rn and the 3rd p latoon with the 6 2 AI B. A Total of' 
five bridges v;e-r>e built, t vro road crate ,,,s filled , and one road b l ock 
demol ished . A 500 l b bomb ~as also deactivated , t h e~eby sav ing a 
bridge. 

After the cap ture of \7i ssembourg , Company 11 C11 advan ced s-::ve-ral 
kilome t e,.,s in to Germany and r e connoitered defensive positions. On 
22 Dec 44 , Co 11C11 moved back t o Retschwiller and Divis i on Reserve . 
Seven men were eva cua t ed due to illnes s during the operation and one 
man was l o s t, MIA. Hot chov; was served to the troops almost every meal . 
JI.ai l and PX supplie s ar,,,iv ed r egularly . cap t Wallace ,.., e ceiv ed the 
Br onze S t ar on 20 De cember 194~ in r e cognition of his leadershi p at 
Ge"".' t wil le!' du,.,ing t he vosge::: operation . 

Company 11 B11 left Gottesheim on 1 3 Dec 44 and moved through the 
Hagenau Fores t as f ar as Niederbets chdor f . The next day it moved to 
Trimbach . The 1st platoon operated with the 19 t h AIB and the 2nd 
platoon worked with t he 48th Tanks . Dur inp; CCB advance to the Lauter 
River and during its reconnoiterin~ a cti viti es a cros s t he stream 
in t o Ge-rmany, Com-->any 11B11 , did the following Engineer vrn,.,k : Built four 
b,..,idge s ( t wo of these we,.., e over t he Laute,., River), and went on a Task 
Force Reconnaissance I,1 i ssion in to Ger many . 1I'Wo men we-re evacuated 
during the operati on , both non -ba ttle casualties . The men had hot meals 
90% of the ti.me . On 23 Dec ,:4 , Company "B" left Tt>imbach and moved to 
Surburg and came unde-r> t he con trol of' CCR. 

Bn Hq , Hq Co, and 11A II Co moved f r om T-fagenau to Hunspach, to 
Wissembourg du-r>ing the ope-ration. BSO continued to build up a supply 
of explosive for t he batt~lion . It a l so obtained 1 9 flame throwers 
in c ase the division m1s orde,-,ed to breach t he Siegfried line . 

Comp any 11A 11 ser>ved in a rese,..,ve capacity du.,.., i.ng the ope,..,a tion, 
however , it did mo,-,e a ctual engineer work and suffered more battle 
casualties t han either Co 11B 11 or Co "C". In t en days, Co nA 11 built 
nine bridges { tv10 of whi ch we,-.e 80 feet long ), built one by- pass , 
demol ished t h,-,ee road blocks , and searched Div Rq fo~ booby traps . It 
suffe,-.ed sev en battle c a sualties. 

On t he 22d of December, Hq & Hq Co mov ed to Surbourg. Co "A" came 
under control of CCR and moved to Hunspaeh. 

III 

Bn Hq & Co "C II did li ttle of anything duri ng their stay a t Sur­
bourg and Retschwiller . On 29 Dec 44, Co 11C'" moved to Schalbac1-c wi th 
CCA. co nB" crone back to the battalion from Tas1.c Force Huddles ton on 
29 Dec 44 and moved into Retschwiller . On 29 Dec 44 , VI Co-r>ps o,-,dered 
per>sonnel to ea~rY gas masks at all times. 

IV 
co "An left Runspach on 22 Dec 44 vri th 'TaS'{ Force -::ruddles ton ( 94 (-), 

62 AIB, 117 Cav, 1st Bn of 540th Engr Regt ) to take over a oa,-,t of the 
45th Div sector in the vicinity of Bitche. Major T,17i ll lams , Battalion 
Executive Office'!", went alonp; as Task For>ce Rnginee,-,. Co "A" 
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encamp ed at Forneau ~ euf . 

Co 11B 11 l eft Surbourg on 24 Dec 44 and a ,...r-ived a t its billets out ­
side of Ph illip sbourg that afte rnoon. 

Co 11All built defens ive wo,...k s i n front of the 117th Cav and Co "B" 
did the s ame for the 6 2 AIB. Mo8t of the work consisted of notching 
trees for abatis , lay ing double ap ron and h i gh wire , mak inF; concertinas, 
putting i n anti - p el'.'sonnel min es and trin fla~ e s, and prep ari n g road 
Ct>at er.s. Co "A" a l so built a 600 ya,-.d landinp; strin for A,-.t i llery 
Obs e ,...va tion p lanes . Co rrA n lost one i l an when an r.~- 3 AP min e went off 
accidenta lly. Sgt O' Rourke and Te c 5 Po1r ell received B,-.onze E! ta,-.s 
for their me,-.itoriou s service durin~ t he Wissembourg ope~ation. On t h e 
29th De c ember 194.4, Co "B" , fin ished p -rep aring the 6 2 AIB a t'ea and moved 
baci{ to Rets chwiller . 

V 

CC.A moved a cros s t h e vo s ges 1!foun ta ins i n to the :XV Co-rp s a.,.,ea 
a s a reserve for ce on 29 Dec 44 . Co 11 cn was billete d at Schalbach. 
The company h a d n o a c tivity during the last t wo days of December . 

VI 

Bn Hq , Hq Co, and Co "B11 moved we rtwar d with Div ( - ) on 31 Dec 44 
to become a Co.,...p s s unn or t fo:rce gu a -rding t h e exl ts from the vosges 
mounta in r . 

Bn Hq and Hq Co occu,J ied h ouses and a s chool build i ng in Jein bourg 
an d Co " B" went to Wei t e rswille -r. 

on New Ye ar s Eve , a h e a v y ~u a ,... d was p lace d i n ope,... a t ion in b ~t h 
town8 b e cause of t he unse t t l ed con di t i on at the fron t. 
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. •. :, . I. -·UNIT HI:-'110RY . 
126TB AtU.'OiiE1Y·l~NOIMEEH :BATTALION 

· ·for ·. 
Month or JANUA~Y 

1945 

: .\ ._, , . . ::'11he dawn- ;,of·. ther New Yaa:r fom,d the, .. Battalion. and 1 ts companies 
,·, in va~iQ~_a_ localities·- and e1Touri1s-t~ces·~ ·· ·aa~tal.ion Headquarte,.s 

., : . ... and -H~~dquartey,s.,Com}jariy wetie _in ·w~~bou:rg ··_sa.ong· with. Qompany "B" 
whost,-. headquaj,ta-r.-o· \'Ul-S in Weite~ew,i_l.l\e~ ,a_ll .~der 1)1vjs_1on- .cont-rol 
fpfillllAg a corps . sup}1o~t· ·gua~ding tJ'ie~ eld ts _;f'r.~~ the Vosges Mountains. 
comp:anY. "O" wa-e st1;1 · at:~a·ohe~ ·-t~,·: ·com?~( ·co~~q. tt/\n ~1 ~h .~!t 
company.- mov1no; to,. O.ei'itnin~en_ •on Nevi ~~~l'D __ , __ s ~.pa_y~ ~ .... 9~:pan:y "A" was a 
P€i!'t C!f. Task 1F0!'00. fltlddles ton _in• the ··vic~i ty ·o:r. B1 tcbe .. an~ w~e ·. 
eno8J]lp_ed at pc,y;neau':.'.Ne\tr£ d . 'tfnde,-.· ~thes~ efi~~ti~ris and ci,-oum~tances, 
the Ba ttal 1on . -f a.·eed 18. New Yea,-.. · , ·· _., · · · · · · · · 

Company "A" was subjected to a ver-y beetle -r.eception early 1n 
the new yea!!'~ ··.lffl:fo,.e . the· yeal9 was· one hou-r old,· o~aer-s were ~eceived 
to move out at oe&r and ,-.einfo,-.ce ou,- ~osi tfons ~Eild, by the· 62d 
At-mored Infant~y-Battalion at Bannstein. Cfhe thi~d platoon was 
fo~ced to withd~aw beto~e 1t ,o~ld take up.its p~e~iously p~epa~ed 
positions. The 2d.platoon .,.aaohed :tts object and with the 62d 
A,..mol'ed Infant,.y Battalio~ we,-.e in contact wi~h th~ .. enemy until they 
wi th<i-new the ~.fter,noon. of. l Janue.,..y 19t.s. · The f.irat platoon was 
ue_ed. as _a -resei-ve arid-' f'oia __ exeouting the ·demoli ti'ons ot P'"epa?9ed i-oa.d 

.. blo_Qks and o~ate~s as -the· -enemy advanced. Company "A" withdr-ew to 
weinbourgh at dusk 1 Janua-ry 1945 to hastily ,.-.eo-rg~ize and d,epai-t 
ro,..- neiper·aw1118'-' whe,ae they ·a .... -,.ived at ._0100 2 J'anµa-rt 1945 taking 

. . bi'llet~ ,fora the ,-.amaindo,o of the ni~ht. . A'.t ~awn. they: took up 
... ,<tefensi~ poo1t1ons· 'to the no~~h of town •. 'rhe .~:rea .. W$si" unde,:. ,enemy 
· .artilleiry and mofa~a\" ·fire. TheJ wei-e 1'alieved the after-noon .of 

ff Janua-ry 1945 and·• al9,-1ve.~· back at ·_w~~bourg at 'dtiel( .where 'tbey 
w81'e· bil;J.eted. ·, The final check _on casual tie.a and __ equipment showed 

_ that, 1-7 wen --end l offloep' we,.e1 miss int( in ~otion, (t' men evaciiated 
.... · to bQspitnlJ while· one peep,·. one helf t,-a6k ~d th"°ee 2:~ ton d1..1mp 

.tT»UCkS· ·we~e lost. ··. · · · · · · 

, -.In-this same"thipust by·--th~:eneiny:_on l Janua~y l9·g>.,.: Oonipany "B" 
, WftS:·-oalled·upon· to ·pyoepa~e obsta~1'1s ·1n -ft'ont ot the, enew.y advance. 

fll.~Y- nleo outposted the Div1elon., Sea.~qaarters lQc.&ta;Ql at BoUXWille~. 
~s mission of outposting was thei,-~, to~. t:t,~ ~i"st. ~ d~ys_.~r. ~he 
new-.year. In ·that time they-mo'!ea. t~to_ °f?C!uxwi~le,.._ o,n .2:J~'1eioY ·1_945 
and the same day baok· to waite,.-swillei-. , ··1:fo oaeual._t~e.~ .we-re. au~fa,-ed. 

The 2d platoon o-f company "O", attac~ad: to 'the· ~~tb 'f~i. . . . 
Battalion• also outposted the city of BoUXWill'Eh- on 2 Janua~r 19~5. 
T'hat g;ame -day the company left oe,..mingen and moved to weitettsw.llleir. 

The Batt~lion and !I.ts ·6ompantas remained~- ~hese iooa~l~ns 
-reoi>ge.niBing and main·taining thei~ equipment until 4 Janua~y ·1945, 
the attached companies ~eve~ting back to Battalion cont~olo 
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On 4 January 19~v, Battalion Headqua,.ters , lfeadqua,.ters Company 

and company "Au moved to Steinbourg, companies "B" and " C" moved 
to Hatt matt. Th.ore t hey eon tinued t o r e supply and naintain the 
~oads in the Division a,... ~a . ~evo.,.al moving pic ture shows rere shown 
to the ent1 e Battal ion. Some mail ar-rived and the men cleaned up 
and rested. 

Comnany "C" was again attached to Combat Com~and "A" on 
6 January 1945 and moved t he company CP to Surbourg. The ·~emainde~ 
of the battalion remained behind until 11 Janua~y 1945, maintaining 
roads and vehicles and equipment. On 11 Janua~y 1945, Company "B" 
was attached to Combat Command "B" and moved out to Obe.,.dorf moving 
on to Hohwille.,. on 11 January 1945. Dattalion Readqua~ters, Head­
quarters company and Comoany "A" moved to Qi.iesbaoh the sane day. 
Afte.,. a,...,.iving the,.e , Com~any "A" was placed in sµp-p o,-t of Combat 
Coltl]'T1and Reser ve and moved on to Kutzenhausen the morning of 
12 J anuary 1945, then to Schwabwiller the morning of 13 Janua.,.y 1945. 
Battalion Headqua.,.to,.s and :readqua,-.te-,.s Conmany ,.emained at G,,.iesbach 
ea-,.~ying on administ~ative duties . 

The Je~~ies were attempting to advance in the . Division sector . 
A hasty minefield was laid by the line companies ao,.oss the Division 
front in the Hatten-Rittershoffen area. Company 'C" had n~ved t o 
Kuhlendorf setting up a company CP 1n a French pillbox. Units of 
the companies we~e used also as infant~y besides the engineer work. 

Du~1np the ope.,.ation, Company "An suffe.,.ed one man KIA, two WIA, 
and two NBC. Company "B" had two men evacuated NBC, and Company " C" 
lost two men KIA, and five WIA. 

Orders for a gene~al withd.,.awal cmne on 19 January 1945 and 
the Battalion and its units prepa~ed to withdraw. Company ncn being 
attached to Cotibat Connnand "A" which acted as a oove~ing force , 
blew bridges and c.,.ate~s in the Obe~botsohdo~f- Surbou~g area, laying 
mines and booby traps and rear guard aotion. The company r&verted 
to Battalion control and joined the Battalion 22 Janua~y 1945 at 
Schweinheim where it had moved with "A" and "B" companies on 
20 January 1946 after a cold, anowy, slippery trip. Snow had covered 
the roads to a depth ot approximately six inches. 

Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Company and Company "A" 
~emained 1n Schweinheim the remainder of the month . Company "C" was 
attached to Combat Connnand "A" 25 Janua,.y 1945. The let and 2d 
platoons moved out or Sohweinheim but Combat Command "A" waa not 
committed. 'They returned to Sehweinheim, 'i!7 January 1945, where they 
~emained the rest of the month, still attached to Combat Oonnnand "A". 
Company "B" was attached to Combat Command "B'' on 2:5 January 1945 
and moved out, Combat Command "B" acting as support to the 79th 
Di•ision. They established their CP 1n Wahlenheim whe~e they remained 
the remainde~ ot the month. 

During thie pe~iod or stay in Schwe1nhe1m, roads •e~e constantly 
maintained and some t,.aining p~og~ams executed. More movies ••~e 
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phown and the mail improved somewhat. 

And so as the first mc5nth of the year 1945 closes we fipd the 
Battalion - minus Company 11Bn in Wahlenheim - settl ed in the small 
town of Schweinheim. 

01 md ·ng !'!'i,: 

t 
0 
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HEADQUARTERS 
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~o: ~onnnanding General 
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APO 446, U . S. Army 

11 miarch 194-'5> 

-· · ·1. 'Tr:-:ansm"itted herew.-th "lUn i t :Histor y :" of' t he ·1 zsth 
Armored Eng in.eier Battalion .:for the month of' Febr-u.«.rY, 1945. 

For the ~omm.anding Of'ricer : 

!~~~~ 
1 ST L'T :~ 
· ll:fui t Historian 

6 TocJ.s: H copies of' :rtrrnit His tory " , 12 5 A.Elm 
1 copy of Unit Jour n a l Co -.c.-
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C 



,.... 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority QtJD '735~\ 

f\ HEADQUA~TERS ~ 
l .:':L'ffi ARMORED ENGINEER E.A:TTAr;_._;N 

A?O 446 U. S. ARMY 
11 March 1945 

UNrI1 lffIS'TORY 
(iilebrwary) 

The 'l;.!actical a ctivities of the Battal ion were limited ~Uring the month 
of February. \Company "1B11 w:as the only unit p·a,:,ticeipating in combat. 
Therefor e, this n/8.1."rative is diviift.ed into two secitions. 

J[ 

Bn :H-q., Hq Co ., Co 11A1
", .and Co 'f'C", remainced in Sehwie inhreim -the entir e 

month wi th normal ~dministrative an~ suppl y duties being carried on by 
Bn Hq and H1g Co . 

Due to the melting snow :and inte,-.mi ttent showers e za.rl Y in the month, 
the network of ro,~ds in the division area, -requirecd constant maintenance. 
Comp anies 11.A!'' and uc-11 empl oyed the major portion of t hei"l'.' itim.e ·repai,-.ing 
and maintaining the se roads. Small unit training was also cea-r-ried on 
throughout the Battalion. Orientations w,ere given t o each <Comp any weekl y 
also eve-r-y a-va.ilable 11movie 11 wa s shown at the town's theatre. One stag e 
show was produced utilizing l oc-.al -tal ent . :Incoming mail was normal .for 
the period. IT1here were no battl e casualties suf'fe~ ed ~y 'any unit of the 
Battal ion d ur ing the month of February. 

II 

Comp any i"B'" was .attached to CC1B of the 14th AD on 1 Feb 4 5. CCB 
was in support o.1' the 7 9 th "Infantry Jl>ivision. Co ''B'" moverd from Wahien­
heim to Marienthal the s.ame day • .They continue~ to PrOVide engineer 
suppor t to CCB until 8 Febr uary 1 945 when they reve-r,ted to battalion 
control ·and re tur ned to Schweinhe1m, France. 

·•"'l:'hey -reffl!la.ine:iil a t Schweinheim, F;_,.,anee 11.lilt:11 1\9 F1eb -45 , participa ting 
in tra ining a ctivities and -road m:aint-ensnce o~ the battalion. Again 
being a tta ched to CCB, they moved to Bossendorf .and supp or ted the c ombat 
command •in its miss ion as~ holding for ce in the diwision sector 6f th~ 
Corps front, west of Hagenau. ~omp any "B" did the engineer work required 
consisting largely o.If' -road repair . On 22 Peib 145 , they mov ,ed to Ringen--· 
dorf' whrere they -remained throughout the month pe,-..forming normal engineer 
duties, la~gely ~ o ~d maintenance . 
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12 April 1945 

1. Transmitted herewith "Unit Histor~" of the 125th 
Armored Engineer Battalion for the month of March, 1945. 

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: 

~1?~~ 
1ST LT C~i 

Adjutant 
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HEADQUARTERS 
125TH ARMORED ENGINEER BATTALION 

APO 446, U.S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 
(March) 

The first eleven da~s of March found the battalion, 
with the exception of Company "B", still in Schweinheim, 
France. During this period, unit training continued with 
Companies "A" and "C" engaged in daily road maintenance. It 
was as this time that Company "A" constructed a landing strip 
for Field Artillery Observation planes. 

Company "B" was billeted at Ringendorf, Fr ance from the 
1st to the 15th of March during which time the~ maintained 
roads and gave engineer support to CCA and COB. Company "B" 
was attached to CCB until the third of March at which time 
they were switched to CCA. 

-On the 11th of March, Company "C", under CCB, moved from 
Schweinheim to Berstheim, France. At Berstheim, the company 
maintained roads in their Combat Command area and provided 
general engineer support. 

On March 15th, Companies "B" and "C" were parties con­
cerned in an unusual maneuver. These two companies switched 
both Combat Commands and exact geographical locations. Both 
companies remained at their new locations until 18 March 45, 
Co "B" at Berstheim and Co ncn at Ringendor:f. 

Company "A't departed from Schweinheim on 18 Mar 45 and 
reached their destination, Schwabwiller, France, late that 
night. 

Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Campa~ moved 
from Schweinheim to Oberbetschdorf, France on 19 Mar 45. 

Due to the constant movement and intensive engineer activities 
of the various engineer companies in the latter part of March, 
the actions of each company will be dealt with separatel~. 

Company "A" 

Company "A" operated under Battalion control for the en­
tire month of March. TheJ were exploited as engineer reserve 
performing various engineer tasks as the need for them arose. 
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They were called on to build bridges, construct b~passes, fill 
craters, and to clear roads of mines and rubble. Company "A"s 
route of advance in the latter part of March was Oberbetschdorf­
Oberseebach-Schweighofen-Altenstadt and on the last da~ of March 
the~ were at the German Military Camp in the vicinity of Dierbach. 

Company "B" 

Company "B" moved from Berstheim on 18 March 1945 supporting 
CCB in the attack. TheJ mainta ined roads, r epaired blown bridges, 
and filled or bridged road craters throughout period of advance 
until their release from CCB on 26 March 1945. Platoons and squads 
were attached out on var ious mi ss i ons and to other units in the 
Combat Command . Tne 1st plat was attached to the 19th AIB and 
the 2d plat with the 47th Tk Bn. 

Primary activities of the company were the clearing of roads 
and all engineer work necessary to make advances possible. Their 
route of advance was Berstheim-R$imerswiller-Seigen- Selz-Herxheim­
weJher and Bellheim where they were returned to battalion control 
and moved to the German Military Camp in the vicinitz of Dierbach, 
Germany. On 30 March 1945, the company was attached to COB in 
preparation for crossing the Rhineo 

Company "C" 

Company "C" moved from Ringendorf under CCA which j lll1).ped 
off on 18 March 1945. For the greater portion of the time, the 
line platoons were attached out to different units in the Combat 
Command . During the advance, the pl atoons were exceptionallJ 
active in performing engineer work . This work consisted of 
building and repairing bridges, clearing road blocks, gapping 
a minefield and constructing a bJpass. 

The outstanding engineer activities of Co "C" for the 
·month of March took place in the attack on the Siegfried line. 
In the Siegfried operation, Co 11 0 11 made several gaps in the 
dragons teeth, bridged a crater, and made a fill in the anti- tank 
ditch. Road blocks in the first towns over the gaps were cleared 
of road blocks and in one instance, a machine gun nest that was 
preventing the removal of a block was ~iped out : Cas~alties in 
these operations were extremelJ heavz in comparison with past 
engineer operations of this battalion . 

Co "C" s axis of advance was Ringendor f - Oberseebach-Wissem­
bour g- Schweighofen- Steinfeld- Schaidt- Altenstadt and on the 25 Mar 
the~ were released from CCA and moved to the Ger man Military Camp 
in the vicinit y of Dierbach, Germa~ . On the 31 Mar 45, theJ 
moved out wi t h CCA to cr oss t he ~ i ne. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Compan1 

Bn Hq and Hq Co continued supplJ, maintenance, and adminis­
trative duties. Active engineer reconnaissance was made bJ Ren 
sections . Bn Hq and Hq Co moved to the German Military C.amp in 
the vicinitJ of Dierbach, Germany bJ way of Oberbetschdorf-Ober-
seebach and Alt enstadt. 
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Casualties for the Battalion during the month of March 

One (1) officer and two (2) EM KIA 
Two (2) officers and fourteen (14) EM WIA 
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HEADQUARTERS 
125TH ARMORED ENGI NEER BATTALION 
~ APO 446, U. S • ARMY 

12 May 1945 

Subject: Unit History 

To: Commanding General 
14th Armored Division 
APO 446, U. S. Army 

1. In compl iance with Memo, Hq 14th Armd Dtv, dated 
4 Jan 45, the atta ched "Unit History" for month of April i s 
submitted. 

For the Commanding Officer: 

- . 

2 Incl s: 

~{1:~ 
1ST LT 

0¥ci 
Adjutant 

Incl 1 - "Unit History" - Month of April 
Incl 2 - "Unit Journal " - Month of Apri l 
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HEADQUARTERS 
125TH ARMORED ENGINEER BATTALION 

APO 446, U.S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 
12 May 1945 

First day of May, 1945, found the Battalion on its way, in 
motor convoy , to cross over the Rhine 1.i ver. Company "A", Hq 
and Hq Co moved wit h division troops while Company "B11 was attached 
to and moved with CCB. Company 11c11 was also attached out to CCA 
and moved a l ong with CCA. 

The month of April was f i lled with much activity and moving. 
As the companies ha d different missions throughout the period, they 
will be dealt with separatel y . 

COMPANY 11 A 11 

Company 11 A11 closed into the town of Rossdorf, Germany , 1 May 
45, after crossi ng the Rhine River. Earl y the morning of the 2d, 
Co 11A11 was attached to CCR and departed from the town. The pl atoons 
were attached out as fo llows : 1st pl atoon attached to the 62 AIB; 
2d pl atoon to 25th Tk Bn; remainder of the company stayed under 
company control . The company moved into the woods in the vicinity 
of Brunnbach. 

On the morning of the 3d, the company moved to Luhr. These 
locations were very temporary a s the division was moving fast and 
the 6th found them in Aschfeld, the 7th in Burghausen, the 8th in 
Wuleershausen, the 9th and 10th i n Meilrichstadt, and moving to 
Bedheim on the 11th. 

Continuing their fast advance, Company "A" moved from Bedheim, 
12 May 45, to Grossheirath and then to the town of Wonsees on the 
13th. Their mission being engineer support of the combat command. 
The 15th found them motoring to and closing i n bivoua c at Trockau 
where they stayed for three days. 

Still advancing, Co "A" moved to Unt Rohrenstadt, to Stockels­
berg, and on to the vicinity of Altenfelden. The town of Alten­
felden was hotly contested by the enemy and the company suffered 
two EM WI.A. 

Early on 23 April 1945 , the company was again on the move 
going to the town of Hilpolstein. On 24 April the company was 
moving to the small town of Hirnstetten. 

On the morning of 26 April 1945, Co "A" completed a steel tread­
way bridge across the Altmuhl River and enabled the combat command to 
move. The company ' s destination turned out to be the town of Linting, 
Germany. 

- l -
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Still in CCR ' s column, Co 11A11 moved througn the town of 
I ngolstadt, crossed the Danube River and closed in the small town 
of Unt Mettenbach on 28 April. The company moved to Furth, Germany 
29 Apr 45, where they were located for the remainder of the mont h. 

COMPANY "B" 

Co "B" moved with CCB in column into Germany and across the 
Rhine river on the first day of April, closing in bivouac at 
Gr Zimmern. 

In the very earl y morning of 2 April, they moved with the CCB 
col umn, advancing toward the city of Lohr. Lohr was rea ched on the 
3d of April. 

Agai n on the 4th, Co "B" moved with the CCB column up the Main 
River advancing on the town of Germunden, stoppi ng off at Neuendorf. 
Germunden was a strong po int of the enemy, our column meeting blown 
bridges and road blocks at the entrance to the c i ty. It was Co "B" 's 
mission to provide passage for t~e advance. This they did. 

On 6 Apr 45, Co "B" moved through Germunden to a ger man prison 
camp two kilometers SE of Pfaffenhausen near Hammel sburg, Germany. 
From the pr i s on camp, they moved to Munderstadt on 8 April and to 
Ebertshausen on the 9th. 

Co "B" departed from Ebertshausen on the 13th, arriving at 
Rossbach and again, in CCB' s attack , moved out late that night 
arriving at Konigsfeld on t he 14th. Aft er another move, 15 Apr 45, 
the company set up its C.P. in Kirchahorn. 

After a two day stay at Kirchahorn, they departed on the 17th 
and moved to Altensitten. Leaving there the next day, t he company 
CP was set up at Rasch on 18 April . At this location, Co "B" lost 
3 EM WIA, 4 EM KIA, and 18 men taken as prisoners of war. These 
men were all recaptured at a l ater date by our own troops. 

From Rasch, Co "B" moved to Unterferreden on t he 22d, then to 
Jarsdorf on the 23d, and on to Hirschberg the next day, still with 
CCB, spearheading into enemy held terr itory. 

At Hirschberg, the column was held up by the Altmuhl River cross­
i ng . After small arms, artillery and mortar fire had been cleared, 
Co "B" constructed a steel treadway bridge over the Altmuhl River and 
the column moved on 26 Apr 45. In this action, l EM KIA, 2 Officers 
WIA and 2 EM WIA. Co~ny "B" moved to Forchheim with the column. 

The day Co "B" crossed the Danube River was ?8 Apr 45. They de­
parted Forchheim and arrived in Geisenfeld, crossing at Ingolstadt. 
On 29 Apr 45 they were moving on to Schatzhofen. The last day of 
the month, c~ "B" depar~ed from their area late in the day ,and closed 
the month on the road with CCB. 

the total casualties for the company were L officer KIA, 3 
officers WIA; 6 EM KIA, and 9 EM WIA. 

- 2 -
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COMPANY 11C11 

The 1st day of Apri ], Co "C" was a t tached to CCA and on the road 
to cross the Rhi ne. The 1st pl atoon wa s att a ched to the 68 AIB, and 
the 2d pl atoon attached to 48th Tk Bn. 

April 2 found Co "C." in Die burg. Moving out early 3 April and 
advancing to Bitchofstein. On the 4th of April , t hey l eft Bitchof­
stein and arrived at Bad Bruckenau where the CP remained until the 7th . 

On 7 Apr 45, they advanced to Brendlorenzen. One EM was KIA and 
1 EM was WIA. Here they remained until 11 Apr 45 doing maintenance 
of weapons, vehi cl es and so sorth. 

On April 11, Co "C" advaIJ,ced to Gleichamberg and on to Doungstadt 
on the 12th. The company moved on to Hol lfel d the 13th; Bronn on the 
15th; Betzenstei n on the 16th; Al tdorf on t he 17th; Unter Olsbach on 
the 18th, and on t he 19t h to BERG. 1 EM WIA m ac~i,oag_ on 20 April . 

On 21 Apr 45, Co "C" moved to vicinity of Dillberg where they 
mai ntained roads and repaired bridges f or passage of CCA column. On 
23 Apr 45, they moved to Echermuhlen and on the 25th to Altdorf. 
From Al tdorf , they moved to Demling on the 26th; Strasshausen on the 
27th ; Puttenhausen on the 28th; Gamel sdorf on the 29t h, and on t he 
30th of April t o Moosburg . 

The tota l ca sual ties for Company "C" for April was 1 EM KIA and 
2 EM WI A 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 

On 1 Apr 45, Bn Hq and Hq Co marched with Division troops, east 
across the Rhine to the city of Rossdorf, Ger many to the Divi sional 
assembly area. Their duties for April cnnsisted of administration, 
supply, and reconnaissance for the batta limn. To keep in contact 
with the line companies, they wer e forced to make many moves during 
the month. 

Start ing off in g ood shape , Bn Hq and Hq Co moved from Rossdorf 
To Sommerau and Wiest hal on the 2d and 3d of April in that order. On 
6 April, they moved to Rieneck , Germany and the next day, 7 April, 
to a prison camp 2 kilometers south east of Pfaffenhausen near 
Hammelsburg. 

On 9 April Bn Hq and Hq Co moved to Lebenhan. Three officers and 
one EM were known t o have been taken prisoners of war. One EM was 
killed , and 1 EM wounded in actio~. 

Again on the road, they motored to Raina, 11 April, and to Lich­
tenfels on the 13th. The next day , the 14th, they moved to Moggendorf, 
a small town SE of Holdfels, Germany. From there, they moved to Sach­
sendorf, Germany. t rom there, they moved to Sachsendorf on 16 Apr an~ 
to Altdorf, 18 Apr 45 . 

After a 5 day stay at Altdorf, Bn Hq and Hq Co moved to Hilpol­
stein on 23 April; to Kra ftsbuch on the 25th; to Neuses on the 26th; 

- 3 -
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and Mindelstetten on t he 27th of April. During t h is period, t he 
Batta l i on Commander was fat ally wounded by a l and mi ne. Two EM 
were a l so k illed at t he same t i me. 

On 28 Apr 45 , Bn Hq and Hq Co cross ed t he Blue Danub e river and 
moved to t he town of Manching , mov i ng to Reichersdorf , 29 Apr 45. 
There they r emai ned t he remainder of April. 

With t he closing of t h e month of April, we f i nd En Hq and Hq Co 
i n Reichersdorf; Co "A" atta ched to CCR in Furth; Co "B" with Combat 
Command "B", moving with that unit .south of Schat zhofen, and Co "C" 
atta ched to CCA in Moosburg , Ger many . 
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